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To give someone ‘the third degree’ is a well-

known euphemism for an interrogation (a 

Masonic secret, there). But in Romania, this 

should perhaps be changed to the third-class 

degree, with honours. Multiple senior 

Romanian politicians have over the past ten 

years been found to have faked, massaged or 

otherwise lied about both their educational 

qualifications – including the current Prime 

Minister, Nicolae Ciuca. To say that this sets a very distasteful precedent not only for Romania’s 

political classes, but the country as a whole, is an understatement.  

 

The problem is one of both principle and practice. Obviously, the practice of faking and plagiarising 

educational achievement is wrong in and of itself. But the principle being set here is that those in some of 

the highest offices of the land, are entirely happy to fabricate their skills and qualifications, to lie about 

whatever is necessary to propel them further and higher. If they do it on this, what likelihood the chance 

they they will not carry this principle over into their political jobs? That this is so rampant among Romanian 

politicians puts their integrity as a grouping into question. And it is not as if they needed any help with that.  

 

Romanian politics has long been characterised by abuse of power and self-serving corruption. Even 

though the PSD party won a landslide majority in 2016, the party leader Liviu Dragnea was barred from 

becoming PM due to a conviction for vote-rigging, so settled for remaining the man behind the curtain. 

This same party passed a law the next year that forbade the courts from convicting politicians for abuse 

of office, albeit that this spurred such a wave of protest that the Dragnea regime collapsed (and he ended 

up in jail). The PSD is now back, in a power-sharing agreement with the PNL, and hopes that the party 

had turned over a newly anti-corrupt leaf have so far not been met. The President, Klaus Iohannis, is seen 

as having put together the coalition mainly for his own benefit, and granted a degree of graft- and fraud-

permissiveness to the PSD in return for their continued support. Such a coalition that is focused on its own 

survival or profit, and which is willing to override the rule of law (thus risking the loss of badly needed EU 

funds as well as worsening conditions domestically) suddenly puts the degree cheats into perspective. 

 

 

 



 
  

 

The Italian mafia is known to be active in Romania, participating in business both environmental and 

infrastructural and dominating these through political influence and physical intimidation, as well as using 

the country (with its lax financial regulation) as a key base for money laundering. There are growing signs 

too that Russian organised crime groups are using Romania more frequently for trafficking and European 

‘interference’ (particularly apposite as Romania is a key voice in suggesting further accession for Ukraine 

and other former Soviet states). But in truth, Romanian governmental and public sector corruption is doing 

quite well by itself. If a crusading journalist – Emilia Sercan – is as well-known a figurehead for the fight 

against fraud, as the politicians she is shining a light on, then Romania’s problems of political malpractice 

go well beyond the doctoral stage. Verdict: must do better.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KCS Group Europe - Strategic Intelligence & Corporate Security 
 
A leading provider of security and intelligence services, we operate discreetly in some of the world’s most difficult environments on complex 
cases of fraud, theft, corruption, or market dynamics. We gather intelligence through the discreet use of human sources to level the playing field 
and help our clients identify and deal with any risks, weaknesses and threats which could impact on their business, financially or reputationally.  
 
Our key areas of expertise include: 

Corporate Intelligence Services - New market or sector entry research - Know your customer screening 
 
In addition, through our specialist team at KCS IS, we offer a unique service in the areas of Cyber Security and Cyber Risk. This covers 
penetration testing, vulnerability assessments, intelligence gathering and cyber security audits - providing unparalleled analysis, contingency 
planning, and implementation. 
 
To find out more or to arrange a meeting to discuss your business needs, please email the team at info@kcsgroupeurope.com or               
call (00 44) 2072451191 


