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Possibly the most infamous country in the 

world for being the most closed off and 

repressive country in the world. The 

communist state under the rule of Kim Jong-un 

has continue his father’s and grandfather’s 

legacy of strict totalitarian rule where the 

leader is perceived to be an almighty ruler. With 

90% of the people being perpetually starved by 

the state so the remaining 10% can prosper, the 

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) 

is considered the worst in human rights and civil liberties in the world. In short, the idea of rights 

for humans does not exist. To list the ways in which North Korea has violated its citizens’ rights 

and liberties would take an age to do so. All the needs to be said about the subject that there is a 

good reason why the DPRK is often called “hell on Earth”.  

 

It is a marvel how the country has managed to escape collapse for so long. North Korea is closed off to 

most countries and most countries have refused to operate in North Korea for the issues mentioned above. 

The main reason why the country continues to function is because of China. Since the DPRK came into 

existence, China has funded its communist ally. Many commentators have noted that if China were to 

suddenly cease providing economic support, North Korea would collapse within the week. Although 

tensions between the two nations have been strained in recent years due to the DPRK’s nuclear 

programme, almost all of North Korea’s financial and military aid comes from China. The CCP obviously 

continues to prop up its ally for selfish reasons, it’s a key ally in the region and provides a buffer zone 

between itself and pro-American South Korea. China will continue to support the North for the foreseeable 

future, and it is very unlikely that the situation between the two nations will change. As long as Kim has 

the backing of Beijing, the status quo in his country will unfortunately remain.  

 

There is not much that can be said about North Korea’s economy except comment on the country’s biggest 

(unofficial) export – cybercrime. The Reconnaissance General Bureau (RGB), a unit which is a part of 

military intelligence, are trained specifically for this purpose. The RGB are so revered by the North Korean 

government that Kim Jong-un described them as his “warriors” and that their work is for “the construction 

of a strong and prosperous nation.” U.N. experts stated that North Korea generated an estimated $2bn 

USD in 2019 for its weapons programs by using “increasingly sophisticated” cyber-attacks to steal from 
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financial institutions. This number has obviously increased in recent years, especially over the pandemic. 

In 2021 alone, North Korean hackers stole almost $400m USD in crypto and the attacks keep coming. 

June 2022 saw the most recent attack from the Lazarus Group (part of the RGB), which saw the theft of 

$100m USD in cryptocurrency from a US company called Horizon Bridge. More often than not, China will 

hire and use North Korean hackers like the Lazarus Group for its own cyber offensives. 

 

The prospect of any Western firm doing business is beyond slim. Firstly, it is doubtful that a business would 

want to enter the North Korean market purely because of reputational risks associated with the country, 

regardless of the barriers to entry. The heavily nationalised economy leaves no room for private companies 

to operate in the slightest and even if business were allowed to operate in the country, operations would 

be controlled by the all-powerful state and the businesses, and the personnel would all be under 

surveillance. 


