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It has been almost thirty years since the end of 

the Bosnian War that saw the bloodiest 

conflict in Europe since the Second World 

War. The war saw the breakup of the former 

Yugoslavia, the deaths of over 100,000 people, 

the genocide of Bosnian Muslims, the rape of 

tens of thousands of Bosnian women and the 

destabilization of the region. Even though the 

war officially ended decades ago, the divisions 

within the country still run as deep as they did 

back in the 1990s. Bosnia has been mainly split between the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina 

and a Serb entity known as Republika Srpska. While since the end of the war, the Balkan state has 

been able to stay ‘together’ peacefully, the current war in Ukraine has raised fears that the 

arrangement that has kept the peace in Bosnia for decades may be at risk. 

 

One of three current heads of state for Bosnia, Milorad Dodik, who has close ties with President Putin and 

is supportive of Russia, has become increasingly vocal about his secessionist aims. Dodik is a Bosnian 

Serb who served as both Prime Minister (1998-2001, 2006-2010) and President (2010-2018) of the 

Republika Srpska. During the 1990s and early 2000s, Dodik was seen as a moderate and reformist 

alternative to the ultranationalist Serb Democratic Party. However, since then and very recently, Dodik has 

pursued a nationalist and separatist line, invoking the right of the Bosnian Serbs to self-determination. 

Dodik’s views do not stop at the division of Bosnia. He has even gone as far as to deny the massacres 

and genocide committed during the Bosnian War by Srpska armed forces.  

 

Dodik’s alarmingly close connection with Putin has been highlighted recently during the Ukrainian war. At 

the beginning of the invasion, Dodik expressed that Bosnia would remain neutral during the conflict, not 

support sanctions and that Bosnia would not pursue NATO membership citing it was a “good decision”. 

The close relationship Dodik has to the Kremlin is what is worrying many in the West. For centuries, Russia 

fostered deep fraternal ties with the Serbs in the Balkans – undergirded by their Slavic and Orthodox 

heritage along with their steadfast alliances during the world wars of the 20th century. NATO's intervention 

in the Balkans in 1990s, first in Bosnia and later against Serbia during the Kosovo war, has long been 

seen by the Kremlin as a humiliating provocation. Since then, Russia has sought to increase its influence 
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on the ground with Bosnia's Serbs and it has enough local infrastructure and support throughout the 

country to destabilize Bosnia further. Currently, Bosnia faces a disinformation campaign by Moscow in 

order to stoke division and discontent. At the end of June, the UK deployed counter-disinformation 

specialists to work with the Bosnia Armed forces. The UK has also donated £750,000 to establish a cyber-

security center in Sarajevo. If Russia is successful in its campaign to destabilize and divide Bosnia, then 

we could see a secession of a Russian-backed Srpska from the federation, which could lead to another 

Bosnian war.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


