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Kosovo’s struggle for full international 

recognition is still ongoing. Currently, Kosovo 

is recognised by 97 out of 193 United Nations 

member states. The Balkan nation fares better 

in Europe with 22 out of 27 EU member states 

recognising Kosovo. However, it still has a 

long way to go but they are making progress 

to become a more recognised nation and a 

better protected one. It was reported this 

month that Kosovo will apply to become an EU 

member by the end of 2022. Kosovo will be the last of the six countries in the Western Balkans to 

apply. Serbia and Montenegro are already working through the chapters of the negotiations 

process, while Albania and North Macedonia opened formal talks this month. Bosnia Herzegovina 

applied in 2016 but has yet to become an official candidate. 

 

This move towards EU membership has undoubtedly angered neighbouring Serbia, which still refuses to 

recognise the sovereignty of its former province. Serbian President Alexander Vučić has vowed never to 

recognise Kosovo as an independent country and previously reacted strongly to rumours of EU 

membership and possible NATO applications. Threatening to deploy a “strong and serious response” to 

any such applications and even going as far to say, “Believe me, we will show our teeth.” The news of EU 

membership just adds more fuel to the already vicious fire that is Kosovo and Serbia relationship. Recently, 

Belgrade has accused Pristina of “threatening war” with Kosovo’s new law for Serbian’s crossing the 

border. Kosovan Prime Minister Albin Kurti announced that Serbian citizens travelling to Kosovo will be 

required to replace their passport with a temporary ID for the duration of their visit and replace their license 

plates with temporary ones.  

 

While a military response is unlikely, it is not something that can be ruled out. Serbia has strong relations 

with Russia and could call on them for support in the event of an armed conflict with Kosovo. The Balkan 

nation’s application to the EU and potential future application for NATO means its in a vulnerable state 

right now. Although Albania and North Macedonia are NATO members, and that it is supported by the US 

and UK, Kosovo could be in a similar position to Ukraine if relations with Serbia continue to deteriorate.  
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Domestically, the main obstacle to Kosovo’s development is endemic corruption and organised crime. 

When Kosovo was a part of Yugoslavia, the region had the lowest crime rate in the Soviet republic but 

since its independence from both Serbia and Yugoslavia, Kosovo’s crime rate has increased drastically. 

Organized crime groups in Kosovo engage in the smuggling of petrol, cigarettes, drugs across the 

country’s borders, as well as in extortion and money laundering. These activities inhibit development in 

several ways. While levels of petty crime are low, there are occasional armed attacks. Particularly in 

northern Kosovo, which is overwhelmingly ethnic Serbian, OCGs exert much influence in the absence of 

the state. In 2018, Oliver Ivanović, a politician who had spoken out against the mafia, was assassinated. 

 

Currently, the political system is plagued by corruption, bribery and ties to organised crime. Through 

bribery and intimidation, organised crime groups (OCGs) influence legislation and the execution of laws. 

Criminal groups are said to have deeply rooted connections to all levels of politics. Both the previous Prime 

minister and President allegedly held ties to some OCGs. Some institutions of the Kosovo have a decent 

reputation, like the police. The more heavily politicised judiciary or the over-sized public administration are 

considered more corrupt and cumbersome, however. As it stands, Kosovo’s development as a partly-

recognised sovereign nation is being halted by foreign entities, like Serbia and OCGs who exert their 

criminal influence in the political system.  

 


