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It has been over a year now since the military 

coup d’état ousted Aung San Suu Kyi’s 

government and it seems like the junta is not 

going anywhere. Unhappy with the general 

election results in early 2021 claiming it to be 

fraudulent, the military took matters into their 

own hands and detained Suu Kyi and other 

members of the ruling party and subsequently 

declared a state of emergency for one year. 

This state of emergency is still in effect till this 

day. With Suu Kyi still in prison for an additional five years, not to mention the ten corruption 

charges she faces (each carry a 15-year sentence) and any political opponents either in prison also 

or exiled from the legislative capital, Myanmar’s political situation remains bleak.  

 

Since the takeover, Myanmar has ruined all ‘progress’ that was made in last decade with regard to 

democratisation, general freedom of its citizens and actual political due process. After the one-year 

anniversary of the takeover and subsequent implementation of the state of emergency, Myanmar’s de 

facto leader Min Aung Hlaing extended the emergency until July 31st, 2022. The six-month prolongation 

was supposedly granted to allow for required preparations for the multi-party general elections in the 

nation. However, this is a hollow promise and is a classic example of moving the goalposts. It is expected 

that the miliary junta, who imposed martial law and imprisoned democratic leaders and ruthlessly 

suppressed anti-coup public gatherings, would lie about holding “fair elections”.  

 

After Hlaing ousted the civilian government in February, he then named himself as the Prime Minister of a 

newly established caretaker administration months after the coup. On 1st August, he reiterated his promise 

to conduct elections by 2023 in a speech to the country. It would be extremely unlikely that those who 

seized power would give it up so easily, especially if that power resides with the military. Naturally, it would 

be unexpected and certainly welcoming if Hlaing stuck to his promise to hold free and fair elections, but 

nobody is holding their breathe. Given Myanmar’s history of almost 50 years of military rule (1962-2011), 

the Burmese citizens could be in for another 50 years.  
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A fresh military rule in Burma unfortunately means a continuation in corruption and the violence that 

Myanmar has unfortunately experienced over the years. The south-east Asian country is one of the worst 

in the world for corruption and has been for decades. It has been reported consistently that corruption is a 

serious barrier to entry and investment in Myanmar and it has been cited as the most frequent obstacle to 

operating successfully in the country. The corruption is endemic and stems from low-level petty corruption 

right to top of power. Even during the liberalization phase of 2010s, corruption was still seen as one the 

country’s major economic and social issues. With the return of military dictatorships, the corruption is only 

going to become worse and more flagrant.  

 

There are growing concerns for ethnic minorities under Hlaing’s rule. Myanmar has already seen a number 

of conflicts and atrocities that have shaken the country. From child soldiers to slavery, to even genocide 

of Rohingya Muslims – Myanmar has seen it all. Many domestic and international commentators are rightly 

concerned that the situation will worsen for minorities, especially the Rohingya’s under Hlaing’s junta. It 

was Hlaing’s soldiers who were deliberately targeting civilians in Northern states of Myanmar committed 

systemic discrimination and human rights violations against minority communities in Rakhine State. Hlaing 

has been accused of ethnic cleansing against the Rohingya people. In 2018, the United Nations 

Independent International Fact-Finding Mission in Myanmar determined Hlaing, and other Myanmar 

military generals oversaw atrocities against the Rohingya in Rakhine, Kachin and Shan states, and did so 

with genocidal intent. Now that he is back in power, fears of a continuation of this genocide are palpable.  


