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Vanuatu’s main battle is currently focused on 

tackling climate change. The small pacific 

island nation is attempting to take the issue of 

climate change to the international courts but 

has seen an unwillingness from the 

international community to reduce emissions. 

Prime Minister Bob Loughman stated that the 

actions taken by the international community 

are "totally out of step" with the impact Pacific 

islands are seeing. Leaders from 15 nations 

met in Fiji for the Pacific Islands Forum, where they discussed how to gather more international 

support and funding to fight the impact of climate change.  

 

The biggest threat facing countries like Vanuatu are the rising sea levels caused by climate change. The 

government has been pressured by the people to bring the issue of climate change to international courts. 

Loughman has stated that international funding for Pacific islands to rebuild societies threatened by rising 

sea levels would be boosted if the International Court of Justice (ICJ) issues an advisory opinion on the 

obligation of states to protect the rights of future generations from the impacts of climate change. Vanuatu 

has gained "unanimous support" from the other Pacific Island forum members for a call for the United 

Nations General Assembly to back an ICJ case.  

 

While the forum attempted to keep the focus on climate change and keep the topic away from the 

geopolitical maneuvering of the West and China, there topic of Chinese relations eventually came up. In 

May 2022, China was unsuccessful in its attempt to reach a consensus with the 10 Pacific Island nations 

on a sweeping security and trade deal amid concerns the proposal could “threaten regional stability”. A 

draft report and five-year action plan that China sent to the invited nations ahead of the meeting showed 

it was seeking to train local police, become involved in cybersecurity, expand political ties, conduct 

sensitive marine mapping, and gain greater access to natural resources on land and in the water.  

 

The proposed China-Pacific Island Countries Common Development Vision also proposes a free trade 

area, and support for action on climate change and health. Naturally, talks of increased relations between 

China and the pacific islands has put the West in an alarmed position, which could lead the islands nations 
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like Vanuatu in between of a geopolitical tug-o-war where both sides are fighting for influence. Vanuatu 

and China have a good relationship and the former is keen on keeping that relationship. Vanuatu is a big 

proponent on self determination and supports almost everyone states rights to be independent. It is the 

only nation in the world that recognizes Palestine, Western Sahara, Abkhazia, and Kosovo. However, it 

does not support Taiwan as a sovereign state. Anything to keep China on side.  

 

Vanuatu has elected a new President, Nikenike Vurobaravu this month. Not much is known about the new 

President, but they were fears that Vanuatu’s democratic status was in danger of diminishing as there are 

proposed plans to abolish the Ministry of Justice. This led the former President, Obed Moses Tallis, urging 

the government not to abolish the ministry of justice, warning of a "dictatorial system". The abolishment of 

the Ministry of Justice would not cast a good light on Vanuatu and it does threaten the country’s democratic 

bodies. A lack of checks and balances means the island nation is vulnerable and could pave the way for 

a more authoritarian government.  


