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Turkey’s emergence as a primary strategic 

concern for Israel is no longer confined to 

diplomatic disputes or rhetorical clashes. 

Increasingly, Israeli political and military 

circles are presenting Ankara as a long-term 

structural threat within the changing 

architecture of the Middle East. Turkish 

President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan’s increasingly confrontational posture toward Israel, 

combined with Ankara’s efforts to reshape regional trade and security dynamics, has 

elevated Turkey from difficult regional actor to direct challenger. 

 

At the centre of this tension lies Syria. Syria is no longer merely a fragmented battlefield or failed 

state. It is becoming the strategic hinge on which competing regional and global systems are 

attempting to reorganise power. Turkey’s growing footprint in Syria, combined with new transport 

and trade initiatives linking Turkey, Syria and Jordan while bypassing Israel, points toward a 

future in which Israel’s role as the dominant eastern Mediterranean gateway could weaken 

significantly. 

 

Israel’s growing concern about Turkey 

Israeli concern about Turkey is driven by several overlapping developments. Firstly, Ankara has 

positioned itself as a defender of Islamic interests in opposition to Israeli regional policies. 

Erdoğan’s rhetoric surrounding Gaza, Jerusalem and Al-Aqsa Mosque has intensified sharply, 

creating a climate in which Turkey presents itself not merely as a critic of Israel, but as an 

alternative centre of leadership within the Muslim world. 

 

Further, Turkey’s expanding military and political involvement in northern Syria gives Ankara 

direct leverage over one of Israel’s most sensitive strategic theatres.  
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Syria has historically functioned as a buffer zone, but it is becoming an arena where Turkish 

influence intersects with Israeli security calculations. 

 

Then there is the proposed rail and trade corridor involving Turkey, Syria and Jordan. This 

threatens to undermine Israel’s longer-term economic and logistical ambitions. Trade routes are 

never purely commercial. They create political gravity and strategic dependency. A successful 

regional corridor bypassing Israel could weaken Tel Aviv’s role as a central hub for regional 

integration. 

 

The City of London and strategic repositioning 

From the perspective of the City of London and its broader network of financial, intelligence and 

commercial relationships, these developments may represent more than regional instability. 

They may signal the beginning of a strategic transition. 

 

Historically, the City of London has adapted to geopolitical change by repositioning capital flows 

and influence structures before old arrangements fully collapse. In this sense, Israel is 

increasingly becoming an asset of diminishing returns. This is not because Israel has lost 

strategic value entirely, but because the costs associated with maintaining its central regional 

role are rising dramatically. 

 

Economic pressure, diplomatic isolation, demographic strain and ongoing military escalation all 

contribute to an environment in which Israel’s utility as the primary organising node of regional 

power is weakening. As Israel becomes too expensive politically or economically, alternative 

regional arrangements become attractive. 

 

Under such conditions, Syria emerges as a potential ignition point. Syria already contains 

overlapping military presences involving Turkey, Russia, Iran, Israel and the US. It possesses 

all the necessary ingredients for an entirely new theatre of war. 

 

Turkey’s financial signals 

Turkey’s recent large-scale gold sales add another dimension to the picture. Such movements 

are rarely random. Major gold transactions often indicate preparation for geopolitical stress, 

sanctions exposure or monetary repositioning.  
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At the same time, Ankara’s pursuit of alternative trade corridors suggests that Turkey is 

attempting to establish itself as a logistical and economic bridge between Europe, the Middle 

East and Asia, without relying on Israeli-controlled routes. This combination of financial 

manoeuvring and infrastructure ambition reinforces perceptions that Turkey is preparing for a 

more confrontational regional posture. 

 

How this could benefit the ARC powers 

Ironically, a controlled confrontation centred around Syria may actually benefit the three major 

global powers often described collectively here as ARC: America, Russia and China. All three 

powers currently possess strong incentives to avoid direct, civilisation-scale conflict, while 

simultaneously managing growing military tensions across multiple regions. A contained Syrian 

confrontation would function as a form of controlled ammunition burn - an outlet through which 

pressure can be released without triggering wider global war. 

 

The US and strategic bandwidth 

For the US, the central challenge is increasingly one of strategic bandwidth. Washington must 

manage tensions in Eastern Europe, the Indo-Pacific and the Middle East simultaneously, 

without exhausting military capacity or domestic political support. 

 

A limited Syrian-Turkish-Israeli confrontation absorbs regional pressure while allowing 

Washington to avoid large-scale direct intervention. It also creates leverage within NATO by 

keeping Turkey strategically dependent while avoiding outright rupture. 

 

Russia’s interest in managed instability 

Russia benefits from Syria as a controlled instability zone because its Syrian presence grants 

Moscow continued Mediterranean access and strategic relevance. A carefully managed 

escalation reinforces Russia’s role as mediator, military broker and airspace controller. It also 

diverts Western attention and resources into a secondary theatre without forcing Moscow into 

direct confrontation with NATO. Importantly, Russia understands that Turkey is both competitor 

and partner. Controlled tension preserves that complicated but useful relationship. 

 

China and the multipolar corridor strategy 

China’s interests are more economic than military. Beijing’s priority remains uninterrupted trade 

expansion and long-term Eurasian integration. While China generally prefers stability, it also 

benefits from gradual erosion of exclusive Western influence.  
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If Turkey’s corridor projects weaken Israel-centric logistics without causing total regional 

collapse, China gains strategic flexibility. Beijing operates most effectively within multipolar 

environments where infrastructure dependency can be expanded incrementally through 

investment and trade, rather than open warfare. 

 

Conclusion 

The growing “Turkey threat” is therefore not simply about Ankara itself. It reflects a deeper 

regional transition in which old alliances, trade routes and strategic assumptions are being 

renegotiated simultaneously. Syria has become the central arena where these competing 

systems intersect. Turkey’s ambitions, Israel’s insecurity, the City of London’s adaptive financial 

logic and the broader calculations of the US, Russia and China all converge there. 

 

The result may not be total war, but something more akin to a controlled regional confrontation 

designed to release pressure, reshape influence and manage global transition without allowing 

escalation to spiral beyond control. In periods of geopolitical restructuring, conflict is often less 

about destruction than recalibration. Syria, once again, stands at the centre of that process. 
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